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2015  STATE  EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 


SHAmMQ  TH€  WOflO  ~  Jonathan  Falwall,  tank>r  pastor  ofThomas  Road  Church,  Lynch¬ 
burg,  Vb.,  brings  the  message  during  the  morning  session  of  the  2015  State  Evangelism  Con- 
ference  at  BrarKlon  Church,  Brandon.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


Gathering  draws'worshippers^ 


Hundredi  of  peitidpaiitB 
gathered  January  25  -  26  at 
Brandon  Churoi,  Brandon, 
tor  the  2015  State  EvaneeUm 
Conference,  sponsored  hy  m 


the  church's  worship  center  be¬ 
cause  of  the  overflow  crowds. 


Jackson,  leads  tha  participants  at  tha  2015  Stata  Evangaiiam 
Confaranoa  in  tinging.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Ready  to  pay  up? 


YkwtL  Here  we  go  aEftin: 
Have  you  hean?  Procter 
and  Gamble  is  full  cf  Satan 
worHiippers.  The  company 
president  said  so,  on  telemsion! 
Don*t  believe  it?  Just  look  at 
their  logo  f 

A  etatement  similar  to  that 

a  few  years  ago  cost  four  Utah 

raHdmts  $19.25  million. 

That's  the  amount  Procter  and 

Gamble,  the  nation's  largest 

consumer  products  comnany, 

was  awarded  by  a  federal  jury 

in  Salt  Lake  City.  Unless^u 

hare  a  similar  amount  of  money 

from  which  you  don't  mind 

soon  being  parted,  perhaps  you 

should  take  heed. 

First  of  aH,  the  age-old  rumor 

about  Satanism,  Pi^er  and 

Gamble,  and  its  famous  moon- 

and-stars  logo  is  a  lie.  Pure  and 
■  ‘ 

you  repeat  it.  you'd  better  check 
up  on  what  the  Bible  has  to  say 
aSoot  false  witness. 

The  mess  in  Utah  be^n  urfaen 
Randy  L  Haugen  circulated 
another  person's  Satanism  ru¬ 
mor  about  Procter  and  Gamble 
through  an  automated  phone 
message  system.  As  diiiribution 
of  Hie  rumor  multiplied  beyond 
anything  Haugen  probably  could 
have  imagineo,  a  version  of  it 
inevitably  turned  up  at  Procter 
and  Gamble  headquarters  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Companies  take  their  public 
image  serioQsly  -  especially  so 
at  Procter  and  GamUe.  'This 
is  about  protecting  our  reputa¬ 
tion,'*  Jim  JohnsoL  Proc^  and 
Gamble's  chief  legal  counsel  at 
the  time,  told  Associated  Press. 

Another  rumor  that  never 
seems  to  die  is  the  old  saw  that 
the  tuned  atheist  Madalyn  Mur¬ 
ray  O'Hair  is  working  to  get  all 
Christian  programming  removed 
from  television.  Again,  not  true. 
Such  a  feat  would  m  hard  to  ac¬ 
complish  t  om  the  prsve.  where 
her  remains  have  resided  since 
she  was  murdered  in  1995. 

The  latest  variation  of  the 
endless  O'Hair  tale  involves 
James  Dobson,  founder  of  Focus 
on  the  Family  and  now  retired. 
So  rampant  was  that  rumor  that 
the  Focus  on  the  Family  web  site 


carried  a  special  dlsdaimer  that 
Dobsun  and  Focus  on  the  Fam¬ 
ily  were  not  involved  in  any  way 
in  authenticating  and  distribut-^j 
ing  the  OTiair  rumor. 

Simoly  put,  yon  can't  belief 
evefytning  you  hear  and  read  — 
espeoaBv  on  Hie  Internet.  It  is  a 
rare  wud[  that  the  oMces  of  The 
Baptist  Record  fell  to  receive 
a  fnmtic  e-mail  or  phone  call 
threat  to 

QirisHliutk  of 
turn  out  to  be  riunoi^ 

Christians  should  be  smarter 
than  that  It  does  not  cdevate  our 
Kingdom  work  nor  glorify  our 
Savior  to  spread  baseless  rumors 
and  indulge  ear-tickUng  lies. 

Such  behavior  actually  dimin¬ 
ishes  our  witness  bv  proving  that 
we're  no  different  than  the  world 
vrhen^tt  comni  to  truth,  gossip, 

when  there  are  so  many  ways 
open  to  us  to  check  out  these 
rumors.  The  first  way  is  to  visit 
the  company's  %rob  site  or  call 
their  toU-fm  customer  service 
telephone  number.  Chances 
are,  you  won't  be  the  first  call 
they  receive. 

secondly,  there  are  many  good 
Internet  sites  foot  necessar¬ 
ily  Christian)  mat  research  and 
refute  sudi  rumors.  Two  such 
sites  are  snopes-ccmi,  and  urban- 
legends  Jiboutcom.  Anyone  with 
s  computer  and  two  mmutes  of 
free  tiine  can  avail  themselves  of 
these  free  services. 

Thirdly,  the  mass  media  are 
frequently  full  of  articles  and 
reports  that  explode  these  ru¬ 
mors.  All  we  to  do  is 
pay  attention. 

Don't  fell  for  rumors,  some  of 
which  arc  undoubtedly  designed 
and  promulgated  by  drtractors 
of  our  feith  with  the  intention 
of  making  Christians  look  bad. 
Any  amount  of  time  we  devote 
to  such  fruitless  activities  takes 
sway  from  the  Hms  we  could  be 
accomplishing  Kingdom  work. 

If  we're  not  focused  on  Jesus 
and  Kingdom  work,  then  vrfay  are 
we  ChrisHans? 

Editor*M  note:  Updated  and 
reprinted  from  an  earlier  u 
cfThe  Baptist  Record. 


Appreciate  your  pastor’s  wife 

Ws 


does  the  ideal  pastor's  wife 
look  like?  Believe  It  or  not,  every 
pastor's  wife  is  one  of  a  kind. 

She's  definitely  not  a  clone  of  your 
previous  pastor's  wife  or  any  other  pas¬ 
tor's  wife,  you  know.  God  created  her 
nniquefy  —  her  personality,  giftedness, 
style,  strengths,  and  weaknesses.  Don't 
ful  for  the  rumor  that  there's  a  cookie- 
cutter  mold  for  the  ideal  rotor's  wife. 

I've  known  and  observed  hundreds 
of  effective  pastors'  irives,  and  can  as¬ 
sure  you  that  00  two  are  alike!  1  know 
awesome  pastor's  wives  who  are  tall, 
short,  old,  young,  intrciverted,  and 
extrovert^  She  may  wear  a  ponytail, 
pixie  cut,  or  dreadlocki.  Some  wear  hats 
or  have  tattoos  or  pierced  ears.  There 
are  pastor's  wives  who  run  marathons, 
barrel  race,  coach,  hurd,  garden,  golf, 

‘  and  raise  goats. 

Some  are  fectory  workers,  homemak¬ 
ers,  teachers,  doctors,  or  an^ue  deal¬ 
ers.  They're  .salespeople,  office  workers, 
home  decorators,  RNs,  CPAa,<EOs, 
and  EMTs.  Some  have  a  GEO.  Others  a 
PhD.  Tl^re  coaches,  entrepreneurs, 
mechanics,  and  knitters.  Tb^'re  on  city 
councils,  Parent  Teadier  Organization 
boards,  neigliborhood  watch  teams, 
and  bowling  leagues.  They  attend  book 
clubs,  yraid  sales,  catHe  auctions,  and 
college  classes. 

They  live  on  ferins  or  in  condos, 
mobile  homes,  parsottmes,  and  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  Hicy  re  diUaiess,  parents, 
foster  parents,  adoptive  parents,  great- 
grandparents.  They're  vegetarians,  food¬ 
ies,  volunteers,  drummers,  soccer  moms, 
wdi^  writers,  and  artista.  They'ie 
biscuit  burners  and  goonnet  chefs.  Some 
even  play  the  piano. 

Each  has  a  distinct  background  and 
Chrirtian  teatimo^.  Their  uidividual 
miniatriea  within  God's  church  vary 
enormously,  from  behind-the-scenes 
support  to  upfront  leadership.  The  list 
could  go  on,  but  you  get  the  point. 

Each  pastor's  wife  is  truly  unique 
—  like  you!  She  loves  her  Cod  and  His 
church.  In  feet,  she's  given  her  life  to 
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Guesi  opinion 

with  Diana  Davis 


serving  alongside  your  pastor.  God  has 
not  called  her  to  meet  the  eiqiectations 
of  diurch  members,  but  to  Im  for  Him 
and  serve  Him  exactly  as  He's  gifted  and 
called  her. 

If  you  get  right  down  to  it,  there  are 
only  tvro  rrauirements  for  an  ideal  pas¬ 
tor  a  wife.  First,  she's  a  child  of  God  ~ 
an  imperfect  sinner  saved  hy  His  grace. 
Like  you  and  me,  her  life  is  ^jpdicated 
to  the  Savior.  Serond,  she's  married  to 
the  pastor.  She's  the  onfy  woman  in  the 
entire  world  who's  qualified  to  be  that 
pastor's  vfKe. 

How  can  you,  personally,  encourage 
-your  pastor^  wife?  Try  one  of  these 
ideas: 

■  Notice  how  she  encourages  her 
husband  in  ministiy.  Compliment  her 
privately. 

■  Be  her  great  cheerleader.  Alwrays 
have  a  good  word  to  say  about  her. 

■  Be  aware  that  a  ipeat  deal  of  her 
ministiy  work  may  be  oehind  the  scenes. 

■  Show  interest  and  encouragement 
in  her  outside-tbe-church  involvements. 
Understand  that  God  works  through 
evw  area  of  her  life. 

■  Say  "thank  you”  occasionally.  She 
joyfuHy  carries  many  extra  responsibili¬ 
ties  and  burdens. 

You  can  uplift  your  church  and  pas¬ 
tor's  ministry  by  loving  and  accepting  his 
wife.  WiD  you  encourage  your  pastor  s 
wife  today? 

Dat/is,  orTthe  Web  at  dianadavis.org, 
is  an  author,  columnist,  and  ministry 
wife  in  Pensacola  Ft.  Her  commentary 
appears  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 
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‘Pop  Up  Church’ 
offers  unique  way  to 
build  relationships 


Super  Bowl  gone,  but  witness 
still  needed  in  Phoenix  area 


PHOEMIX  (BP)  ~  Asthebri^t 
lights  and  hoopla  surrounding 
Super  Bowl  XUX  in  the  Phoe> 
nix  area  last  weekend  begin  to 
fade,  local  Southern  Bapti^ 
are  quick  to  point  out  the  dty 
is  in  desperate  need  of  new 
evangelistic  churches. 

According  to  the  Center 
for  Mtutonat  Reeeerch  the 
Southern  BapdM  Conven¬ 
tion's  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB),  evangelicals 
make  up  only  12.6%  of  the 
population  of  the  Send  North 
America:  Phoenix  region.  The 
metro  area  also  has  onlv  one 
Southern  Baptist  churcn  for 
every  19,^8  people,  but  in 
the  last  ^  years  an  influx 
of  Southern  Baptist  church 
planters  has  begun  to  turn 
those  numbers  around. 

Phoenix  is  one  of  32  Send 
North  America  cities  that  have 
become  a  church  plantinc  fo¬ 
cus  since  NAMB  launtheo  the 
strategy  at  the  2011  Southern 
Baptist  (Convention  in  Phoe¬ 
nix.  The  sixth-laigest  city  in 
the  United  States,  metro  Pnoe- 
nix  counts  nearly  5.4  million 
people  as  residents. 

When  planter  Jason  Griffin 
arrived  %vith  his  family  of  six 
in  Phoenix  in  2012,  he  didn’t 
relocate  for  the  nice  weather 
or  the  long  list  of  leisure  ac¬ 
tivities.  Ui^emeath  all  the  fiin 
and  sun,  the  Griffins  found  a 
community  named  Surprise 
that  needed  the  Gospel. 

There  have  been  a  lot  of 
people  who  have  tried  to  plant 
nere,"  said  Griffin,  who  was 
sent  by  First  Church  of  Wood- 
stock,  Ga.  “For  whatever  rea¬ 
son  —  whether  it  wi^  never 
gaining  traction  or  losing  their 
support  —  this  became  like^  a 


Tor  our  planters  to 
knew  that  they  have 
people  all  over  the 
country  prayir^g  for 
them  arKi  adoj^ng 
them  as  their  cvm. 


shows  the  oommunrty 
that  the  church  isn't 
just  an  independent 
entity,  but  it's  an 
interdepeirxient  one.* 

NUmty  Pstton 

NAMB's  Send  City 
miMionery  for 
PtiCNMiix 


to  nlandng  the  church,  Helman  lot  of  the  great  thuigs  they  do., 
had  seivea  as  a  worship  pastor  at  especially  in  a  thriving  area  like 
North  Phoenix  Church  ror  more  the  downtown  area  and  then  jusi 
than  30  yean.  Though  the  empty  being  a  part  of  their  lives  first.* 
nesters  initially  considered  m-  Toe  partnership  with  Fail 
temational  mission  work  a  few  Trade  Cafe  started  through 
yean  ago,  Helman  said  they  saw  simple  conversations  and  acU 
God  opening  doon  for  ministry  of  service.  Helman  helped  the 
in  their  home  dty.  owner  repair  her  chain  and  of- 

In  an  increaangly  post-Chris-  fered  suuestions  on  improving 
tian  culture,  Helman  said,  church  the  cafe’slighting. 
buildings  and  typical  approaches  Relationsnips  and  minis^ 
to  %vonhip  are  not  attracting  take  time  to  develop,  he  said 
many  young  aduhs  in  the  down-  “Then  you  earn  the  right  to  sa) 
to%irn  Phoenix  area.  They  don’t  something  about  your  faith.  You 
think  about  going  to  church  on  ^eara  the  light  to  have  a  conversa- 
Sun^  momiitt  any  moire  than  tkm  about  their  faith  and  take  ii 
you  aM  1  think  abrot  going  to  from  there.* 


and  partnership  of  congrega¬ 
tions  elsewhere.  Because  tne 
area  has  relatively  few  evan¬ 
gelical  churches  and  even 
fewer  Southern  Baptist  con¬ 
gregations,  church  planters 
in  particular  need  to  know 
they  have  the  support  of  oth¬ 
er  churches. 

“For  our  planters  to  know 
that  they  have  p€»ple  all  over 
the  country  praying  for  them 
and  adopting  them  as  their 
own,  that’s  huge.  Plus,  it 
shows  the  community  we’re  a 
bigger  family,"  Patton  said.  “It 
shows  the  community  that  the 
church  isn’t  iust  an  indepen¬ 
dent  entity,  out  it’s  an  inter¬ 
dependent  one." 

Patton  said  God  has  pro¬ 
vided  a  great  crop  of  church 
planters  to  the  area  in  recent 
years,  yet  the  city  needs  more. 
“We  are  at  a  crossroads  of  op¬ 
portunity.  The  whole  world 
[looked  1  to  Phoenix  for  the 
Super  Bowl.  Phoenix  is  a  great 
city  with  a  lot  of  oppf^rtunitie.s 
If  we  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  the  Father  has  so 
graciously  given  us,  we  could 
really  make  a  big  impact,  but  if 
we  miss  this  ana  don’t  get  the 
support  —  the  prayer  support 
in  particular  —  and  the  teams 
ana  the  planters,  we  re  going 
to  miss  a  whole  new  genera¬ 
tion  in  this  city." 


WHERE  THE  PEOPLE  ARE  -  Jim  Helman  (right),  pattor  of 
Downtown  Phoenix  Church,  talks  with  a  visitor  during  Pop  Up 
Church  at  FairTrade  Cafe  in  Phoenix.  (BP  photo) 
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the  churchtt  and  dismiss  the  schools. 

If  s  not  going  to  happe^  but  some  com¬ 
mon  sense  can  be  applied  that  might  be 
helphiL  Ixt  me  give  >ou  three  vfords  that 
mk^  be  helpful 

lliclbvt tliiiig yon  can  do  is 
to  pray.  God  does  care  about  our 
siclmesses  and  our  wellness  and  1  am 
confident  that  there  are  times  when  the 
only  way  1  have  been  spared  many  of 
the  iOnMes  going  around  is  that  God 
Himself  has  protected  roe.  Have  I  ever 
beenskk?  rt&.  Have  1  ever  had  the  flu? 
Yes.  M  many  more  tiroes,!  have  been 
amaaed  at  having  been  esqiKiaed  to  so 
much  sidmess  at  churches  and  funerals, 
weddings  and  special  events,  homitals 
and  nursing  homes,  thm  God  has  liter- 


I’m  sure  that  veiy  few  oeople  would 
think  that  colds,  the  flu  and  other 
related  winter  illnesses  have  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  church,  theology,  or 
follmving  Jesus.  But  since  these  things 
so  often  and  so  profoundly  affect  many 
of  our  people,  it  does  have  something  to 
do  witn  serviM  the  Lord.  Some  believe 
that  th^  buikT a  cocoon  oi  faith  around 
themsefm  and  %vard  off  anything  that 
is  going  to  come  and  affect  them  pl^* 
caiiy,  but  on  the  other  hand,  sometimes 
they  catch  something  and  the  infectkm 
they  have  gets  through  the  barrier  to 
affect  ot^  folks.  I  just  have  to  believe 
and  know  that  soroetirocs  God*s  protec¬ 
tive  band  is  upon  my  life  and  ao  many  of 
yours,  but  then  1  find  I  come  down  with 
some  fever  or  dioking  cough.  IwoukI 
prefer  to  keep  it  to  n^self  and  others 
would  appreciate  if  I  would  keep  h  also. 
Since  we  nave  some  weather  and  weari¬ 
ness  to  go  through  before  we  get  to  the 
letmeencour- 


a%  protected  me  from  getting  sick  and 
ke^megoing.  I'm  not  talking  about 
usmg  pn^  aa  the  emergency  room 
proraouie,  bm  more  to  before 

God  asking  Him  to  give  you  vriadom  for 
are  die  life  and  iru^ts  into  vrfa^  to  avoid, 

ondus  Tlie  second  tliliigytni  can  do  la 

irkm-  toaliqr.  It  is  far  better  for  one  person 
because  to  just  stay  at  home  from  work  or  from 

etaking  church  or  from  a  public  event  rather 

battling.  than  getting  up  and  going  in  voiur  sick 

old  or  real  condition  and  cause  15-90  others  to  have 
al  croup,  to  miss  because  of  you. 

i%vho  The  diird  tiling  la  to  say.  If  you 

few  people  aresk^andarouna^Bomeone,  mat  say, 
necc  *1  don't  diink  you  need  to  get  dost  to  me 
1  immune  because  Fve  b^n  battling  whatever  bas 
been  going  around.”  Or  maybe  Hwr  aid 
during  this  be  goM  to  say  that  I'm  not  going  U}  be  at 
lad  known  the  meeting^  I'm  not  going  to  be  at  some 
rvioe  Catherine,  sunply  because  Tm  afraid  that 

Before  I  might  pve  someone  what  Tve  got  and 
hu^jand  whbt  I've  got  I  don't  want  them  to  have. 

I  me  and  Speak  up  and  say  I  don't  want  you  to  cet 
» spread  "  .  what  I've  had  or  1  don't  want  to  get  wnat 

ingoing  you  have  bad.  You  can  be  a  blessing  bv 
ear  you  seeing  folks  and  you  can  be  a  blessing  by 

tanked  her  staying  away  from  folks,  ao  just  say, 


beautiful-days  oTrorii 
an  you  to  think  abou 
these  sidoiess  issues. 

It’tcarty  3015  and  the  fhi  epidemic  basiBe«ee< 

has  hit  our  nation  hard.  One  of  the  fluoutbrew 

sUtes  included  as  having  a  serious  and  sobeifr 

ou^re^  of  the  flu  is  Mississippi,  though  deal.  So,it^ 
in  fKt  nearly  the  whole  nation  is  being  not  partira 
affected.  I  havejust  had  a  conversation  responsiM 
today  %rith  several  pastors  who  were  tell-  church,  whj 
ing  me  about  how  many  scores  of  people  ofanrmap 
in  their  church  were  out  the  previous  it's  abnost  1 
Sunday  because  of  the  flu.  I  ve  known 
of  several  pastors  themselves  who  could 
not  attend  church  and  preach  because 
thi^  were  so  sick.  One  pastor  and  his 
wife  and  their  children,  all,  were  down 
with  the  flu.  While  the  health  experts 
encourage  everybody  to  get  a  flu  shot, 
this  year  they  turned  around  and  said 
that  if  you  got  it,  it  may  not  help  because 
the  sb^  is  not  a  good  match  for  the 
strain  of  flu  that^  affecting  so  maiw  peo- 
plc-  ‘ 


the  brethren  %vith 


tkm.  Wedonr 


were  unable  to  take  any  more  [Mtients 
because  they  are  filled  with  people  vrho 
are  extremely  skk  with  the  flu.  Andit'i 
not  as  though  the  flu  is  some  insignifi¬ 
cant  sniffle,  for  the  numbers  continue 
to  mount  as  hundreds  of  people  young 


College  News 


Personnel  from  the  NASA  06VEL0P  National  Program,  an 
interdiaetplinary  research  environment  whore  applied  sd- 
enoe  research  proiects  are  conducted  ur>der  the  guidance 
of  NASA  and  partner  science  edvtsors,  held  e  recruitment 
event  for  their  Internship  program  at  the  WILUAM  CAHCY 
UNIVEHSITY  Hattiasburg  campus  on  January  22.  Pictured 
are  (left  to  right)  NASA  DEVELOP  employees  Georgina 
Crepps  and  Shelby  Barrett,  a  Carey  senior  from  Hettieeburg 
snd  s  campus  ambassador  for  the  program,  speaking  to 
Carey  student  and  current  intern  Brennan  McDaniel  of  Oak- 
dele,  Le.,  and  interested  Carey  students  Sawyer  Wsiters  of 
Hattiesburg  and  Nicoli  Hutchinson  of  Picayune. 


February  5, 2015  The  Baptist  Rbcx>rd 


meUE  CHUilCH,  SCOTT  ASSOCIATION, 
has  celled  Joey  Smith  as  pastor.  Ha  is  shown 
with  his  wife  Denise. 


MT.  PLEASANT  CHURCH,  NEST, 
gave  pastor  Leon  Holly  a  gift  of  appreciatton 
Jan.  11  Holly  accepted  the  pectorate  of  the 
church  Jen.,  2009.  and  has  annouricad  his 
second  retirement  after  serving  the  church  six 
years.  Shown  ar^deecon  chairman  Johnny 
McCreary,  Geneva  Holly,  and  Holly. 


- 


40  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


What  I  tel  you  in  the  dartcness.  speak  in  the  light  and  what  you 


he^^whi 


February  5,  201 5 


HouMfofM  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services 


MISSISSIPPI 

BLACK 

CHURCH 


2015 


JULY  16*18.  2015 

MORRISION  HFIGHTS 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
CLINTON,  MISS 


To  register  call: 


r  t,  , 


Ea*'ly  Registration:  ^  p 

Registration: 


A 


CHURCH 

BUILDING 

CONFERENCE 


March  17.  20^^ 

H  a  m.  3:00  p.m. 

F  .  jf  fii:  )n  ^  v  ii'’  ‘  ‘t  the 

P.  :Stoi Loaci^'^r-.hip  Deveiopr^^- 'nt  ’pt 

at  601  292  3305. 


DlSC'WbHlP/fAMIlV 
MINlSTfV  0€fT..  MdCa  ’ 
f too- 74a  1651.  £XT  243 
601-292  3283 


a  CAMPS  TO  CHOOSi  FIK>M  IN  2015 
SiSSION  t: 

JUNE  8-11  CENTRAL  HILLS  RETREAT 

SiSStON  H: 

JUNE  11-14  CENTRAL  HILLS  RETI2EAT 

StSSiON  m: 

•  UNr  '*■  18  BLUE  MOUNTAIN  coil  Er-,E 

,  .  •  .  .v*ur;f  -  •  •  •.  ■  •  ' 


For  more  information  contact  the  Oisdpieship/Family 
Ministry  Dept,  MBCB,  800-748-1651.  Ext  283,  or  601-292-3283 


. 


\  > 


J»  4' 


For  mere  Infermatloii  contact  the  Pastor/LeadereMp  PevelepHient 
Dept  at  •00-74S-16S1,  Ixt  305,  or  601-292-330S. 


"Ministry  B  O  L  D 

DISCIPLE 


cthwIbiartansattheOHiidtUbiaryhllnistiyWett^ 

N«m  «w  Heart  mmm»§  Meeks  ef  e  teM  DhcMIe*  on 


MIS,  al  Sewywe  Cm^  mi  Cewfcrici 
CMHeihMks.  Ileqhtwttotdteedfcwite  klMch  13,2015. 
Oteck  out  our  Web  for  delMs  and  legtaMtlon. 


MiOO^M-MSI.  OtlMerdOMSKSim  erSHuaf  at 


% 


MM  al  ol  looGikm:  6:306:30  p.m 


OVERNKjHT 


T4«.1«S1,  Int  m  er  dOI-m-SSM 


NMher/DaMiklarieonAprlfO-ll.  MIS  e>  Oertywe  Caw^  4 
CanlareMe  Geeaar.  We  wM  begin  at  5  p.m.  on  Friday  and  end  at 
2:30  pjn.  on  Saturday.  You  wri>  be  irwofrad  in  awants  auoh  aa  a 
mWoiMry  xaak,  worship,  ropes  oouraa,  oaks  and  much  more.  Thb 
is  the  perfect  opportunity  to  got  array  from  the  world  and  irwaot  in 
a  1$t-6th  grade  girl  in  your  Me. 


Ragistrstion  iorms  are  onime  at  garaywa.org. 


Win  you  acceni  the  challenge? 


MISSISSIPPI  SUPER  SUMMER 

July  13-17,2015 
Mississippi  College 
Clinton,  Miss. 

Registration  begins  Feb.  1 . 


•'rsifSsasassar’ 

only  or  IWort^ 

wAimfmmammemi0mmoo^Joyc>mmma^ 

wwmjnbeb-oig 

Folow  wonTaMw.  hapK//l>i^llmxom/>4S8»fiti$t$ 
MbMMltaiatM0.74f.1M1.  tat  37$,  orjtkm^rh  rtrg 


,ts  and  registration  requirements  visit  our  Web  site 
www.mssupersummer.com 

information  contact  the  DisciplOsHitl/Family  Ministry 
nt.  MBCB,  at  800-748-1651,  Ext  283, 601-292-3283. 


UK*in9fcx,o«r»MrtMM.ioMproj^?\^^ 

cooMta  the  OASIS  2015  Profict  O"  i* 

ratraai  ior  lin^  caTMT  mmnorwtm  vm#  taka  placa  to 
Slla  TjlX-SSr  of  th.  ratraat  a  to  provid. 
ogMfMMaa  fer  ttaraMp.  lalloMhlp,  arxJ  afKOu«9*mant 

the  ¥W)rki  ar#  wori^.  Since  our  miiSK>fiane»  ittend  th» 

at  thair  own  axpanaa.  w  want  to  »ay 

thab  sarnca  b,  iponaonng  thaj^»c^  thi* 

vMT  Tha  coat  par  panon  it  S900  and  tha  vKkidat  all  tMir 

an  dS^  wi»  ba 

argg." 

logMietof  tNaavantSIana  dckatt,  ate. ...)  an  aarly  daadlina 
had  to  ba  tat  Thank  you  for  undarttandingl 

Wa  hopa  that  you  will  prayarfully 

halp  ipontor  a  mitaionary  to  attand  ^ , 

Tha  it  an  opportunity  for  ut  to  rarnirxl  thatatjn^^ 

hava  not  baan  forgottan  and  that  wa  ara  .ndaadholdv^ 

ropat  for  than*.  For  more  in«orm«»*°" 

PfcMtof  of  ktariana  hlobffcadon  tha  ^titafppl  tap 
Cum  iiifrr  toanl.  at  bhejiatfB!sAa!»  ^ 
•00.74f.1451.  tat  79$.  Maka  chackt  payable  to  tha 
Maabtippi  Baptist  Corwantion  Board 

MMdonatfonttg 


Order  your  copy  today  and  pray  for  our 
SBC  missionaries  all  over  the  world! 

intact  Usa  Leavall,  Stewardship/Cooperative  Pi 
apartment  at  1-800-748-1651,  Ext.  347,  or  601 
292-3347,  or  E-mail  llaavelldmbcb.org 


iin.-1 :30  p.m. 

M  by  Friday,  April  10, 2015 


April  17-18r2015yW)0 
Please  register  by  Frid^,  April  10. 2015 


Pray  this  day  for... 

'Tiarefpre,  Cfinfut  ijpktsihs  h  pm  Ahp^e  ah? pha  AHA^r, 

f/ut^^PH  MAtj  ip  itPA/p?.  Tip  ^PA^Pr  pf  A  ri^/pPHS ffPPSPH  Us ^PA^ ffPIPPP 

pu  His  iPP/’?di>^' fjMMs  S!l?>  (SSlO  ^ 


February  6-19,  201 5 


Pray  for  Muvd  4 
MiMh»  IImC  rntssior>ar* 
ies  fTinfSE«r»nq  to  Amen- 
C3n  Ptocdiktfioogh 
finarKioabrrtntstraoon. 
ctxifcMvrrJt  outreach 
&  evangefcm 


Pray  for  Oavkf  4  Ul^ 

rte  mdfot^  mrssiondr- 
«  mrwwnfTQ  lo  AfTwrv- 
can  Reqdw*ough 
churcn^or^  outreach 
&€vangS^ 


Pray  for  KM  Brooks. 

rmssiorjary  rmrwienng 
to  American  Peopies 
through  chijKCtopianong 


ay  for;  pofiyM  4 
Donm  mft- 

■onaries  mastering 
ro  Eurgaean  Faoptes 
■ifOiOTthurcJi  planting. 
xjTcWKorTie  fXJireach 
^  es^an^leiism 


Pray  for  Karwn  Brown, 

missioriary  minBCenog  ^ 
to /Vnencan  Peoples 
(hrougHnurBrif. 


Pray  for  James  4  Mary 

Adak  rmstonahes  mrh 
stenng  to  StOSaharan 
Peggies  through^ 

chufch/?!^yucneac^ 

ievangoBm 


pray  for  John  4  Clau¬ 
dia  Brown,  missionanes 
m»nistenng  to  Sub- 
Saharan  ^ican  »|BDpte 
tfvDugh  churthtjorne 
outreach  and  leMihge" 
Ism 


Pray  for:  BaitiawyAI- 

lea  rmssionafy  rrSnctcr- 
»ng  to  European  Peoples 
thrtXjgheaagTXjnity 
outreach  yongetem 


Prayfor  Matthew 
Burks,  missionary 
mmsienng  to  European 
Peoples  tfloughewarv 
gefcm 


Prak/ frY*  n^wid  4  Pa-  Prav' for  Wchard  4  Ptayfor  Rebekah  vay  far  Cindy  Oe-  Prayfor  Guy  DcMara. 


mri'i  carmn  rTHSiKjrv  wanoa  warm,  uwxnwir  - - — ,  .  ^  ^  ^  -l _ 

outreach  &  evarigdksm  *■  •  -;i«^  •  • 


The  IMB  missionaries  teted  in  the  MouseTops  p  -aye  calendjr  areajrrer^V  m  2-4  year  terms  a  in  career  service 


GOING  DEEPER 

9:00  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

February  7,  201 5 
Central 

Brandon  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 


Mr.  Drew  WMimi  -  VI/93 

PmnaMMikShM 

UmFicnlia 

’  Nk  -ihjM 

PararW:  Andy  &  Michti* 
Eisopwn  Paopim 

Mh«B»ooMyn-Ve/00 
Parents;  JAM 
nastrtetad 

Mr.  A.S.  •  V11/12 

ParenlacSkM 


MtsaUndaayWWama 

Amm 

PwiaMMikShaa 


February  21,  2015 
North/South 

FBC,  Tupelo/Marion  BA,  Columbia 

State  Literacy  Missions  Conference 
Juiy  31 — Aug.  1,  2015 
Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference 

Centerc  CUnton  r' 

-  -  —  •* 

For  more  informetioo  contact  the  WMU  at  800-748-1651, 
Ext.  215,  or  601-292-3215, 


Mr.  Baavriin  WNIa  -  4/13/12 
P««nls:t>BWI4Rsgina 
Amsrtosn  Paopiss 

Mr.BhmMlam-4h7Ah 
Parents:  Andy  4  Mtohala 


Mea&8.-V2AA)6 

P«anla:S4M 

LaaiFfonbv 


Encourage  an  MK  with  a  card! _ 

FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be  Forwarded.  Please  send  all  to: 

tMBCB  WMU  MK  Birthdays,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205.  - 
PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members  may  send  a  packa^  of  cards 
toother;  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the  WMU. 
hlimirrc  InotvidiuJ  cards  do  not  need  fx>stige  stamps  when  sent  as  a 
RAPTtSrb  to  MS  WMU 

Plerue  imeimdeyaur  mmm  mUrrss  am  each  card  envtiape.  MKs  and  their  parents 
I  nuty  wish  ta  send  you  an  update  ar  mate  af appreciation 


’To  L7aT?'Ttb'ps 


LifeWay  Research  study:  lack  of 
diversity  OK  with  church-goers 


X  ND  FYV  AJZ  JQ  NWHNYND  NIZ  FYV 
AJZ  JQ  XENNO,  NIZ  FYV  AJZ  JQ 
GNOpV?  AJZ  XE  IJF  FYV  AJZ  JQ  FYV  * 
ZVNZ,  WMF  JQ  FYV  CXKXIA.  ' 

DNFFYVL  FLVIFR-FU:  FYXHFR-FU  , 

Clue:  A  ^  C 

Have  fmw^cryptog^raphyaand  exercise 
knouMge.  A  iGng  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en-  i 
coded  by  letter  suBetBution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  ^ 

throug/wut  the  puszle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answier  to 
last  week*s  pusie:  Malctchi  2:9 

By  ChMries  Marx  1933-2004.  p  200S 


FMT  BAimST  CtMKM  OF  BUFOKA 
18  SEEKmQ  A  FAKT  TME  CMUMBTS 
MMSTER.  PIMM  Mnd  fMUiMt  to  FBC 
EttoOfa,  PO.  Bw  288,  Eitocn.  MS  3B744  M 
«Ml  raMmM  to  MBipiMc570bMtoxil\ 
Ml  For  man  wtowlon.  Mi  fit  cNacB 
0BmM<662)286»34B1. _ 

mm  mtm  ufim  cnumcn  m 

MBIONA.  in  »  ACCmMG  RESUMES 
FOR  THE  POSmOM  Of  MMK^  OF 

MUSIC.  PtoMt  tMd  iMunto  to  6(^  AlSerto 
04ie.  VMim.  MS  38887.'  or  MmI  to 
naocaowDiaoaQtnw 
#nNQ  HAL  BAFTm  CHUR^rOF 
RATERFORD.  Ml.  In  March  for  a  Huitend 
and  AMi  to  worli  Mh  yout)  and  diMnn  in 
toa  churchi  Contocl  by  phona  ai  862-2S2- 
$131  (Lmm  Miwaoi  8  no  anpaarl  or  Mol 
lawtoPOBoKiB.  Rtotortoid.  Ms  38886 
RR8T  BAFTMT  CNUMCN.  COUJNB.  IS 
SEEKM6  A  FUU-TMn  MMSTRY  AS¬ 
SISTANT  Mh  aapartanoa  to  Quickbooka. 
bMi«iM.MdoiMclwohiaiMiiaoM»Ma 
Anyont  Mh  MCh  oaparionoa  ntoo  it 
aSMitod  in  Ml  porttoR  fi«y  cn  tot  church 
M  801-r8SB279  or  Mnal  fia  church  at 
MCff^ry^cooinafloai. _ 


BETHa  BAFTWT  CHURCH,  A  SMALL 
COUNTRY  CHURCH  BETWEEN  DREW 
AND  RULEVILLE.  MSS.  IS  ACCERTWG 
RESUMES  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  Bl- 
VOCAT10NAL  PASTOR  B  1  M  2015 
PIMM  Mnd  raaumM  to  P.O.  Bok  M  Draw, 

Mtoa.  38737 _ 

STROMQRMBIBAFnSTCNURCNilPI- 
NOLA,  MB  «  ACCEPTWO  RESUMES  FOR 
THE  POSITION  OF  BI-V0CAT10NAL  PAS- 

TOa  PIMM  iMd  nouaiM  to  Fvnar 

al  20s  KaM  Bum  RdPtocla.  MS  38148 
PART-Tin  YOUTH  MWSTCT  NEEDO 
AT  NEW  SIGHT  BAPTWT  CHURCR  PtoOM 
Mnd  iMumM  to:  VMh  MMslir  SaarM 
CommMM  829  Fdiaal  TiMI  NE.  BrookhaMn. 
Ma.  38801 

rrST  BAPTIST  (SuRCMOFSjn^ 
MttS..  8Em  FUa-TBC  MBSST0I  TO 
CHRi)RENMECTOR  OF  CHILORW 
MBSSTIBES.  Baohator't  Mprae  raquirad 
taaminory  prahnwO;  poor 

.wcrttog  Mh  chidran  and  to  oongriBako^ 

or  organaalonol  nBtoi  nquiad  (axpar>- 
•noa  M  chMran'i  mnator  or  oquNalara 
ptatonad).  Sand  laaumi  and  oomt  laMr  to  | 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FUST  BAPTVT  CHURCH  OF  LfiCOMPTE 
•  SEEKBIB  A  BLVOCATIONAL  PASTOR 
SMd  iMMia  to:  RrM  BipiN  Chunch  of 


P.  0  .  Bok  1070. 1 
MnMa  aouto  of 
318.77W487 


I.U  71348(15 
ito  lA)  CorAKt 


AFFOROABU  BEACNStt  VACATION 
CONDOS:  GiM  ShoTM  A  OiMBi  BMCh. 
AL.  RmI  dbMd  bon  ChrtoiM  Fan% 
Oanan,  tonraN  prtoM  an  Ito  BmM-  mm. 
oiAMnraaroiatoa  corn^  TOBAfiB^OBB.  20B 

^1231  gl-752-2388. _ _ 

NORRtt  BOOICHDBIB  COMPANY.  WC.. 
QtDBnLESREBOUND.AiM.duchbM 
iMm  arto  hMtototo  Fdr  rnora  totormaion  cM 
8824SB7^oriMuaNS82^4gB8743 
PROFESSIONAL  NOUSBCLEANBIQ  AS 
ttEBOBy,  PET  FRENDLY;  TM  H»HLY 
RECOMMENDED;  801-8838887 
HABCD  GLASS:  fto«  atodoM  and 
tooaka  HoBMr  Stotoad  OtoM.  Jackaon, 


STAnEDOLASMMOnCi^^^a^ 

4ALatooal982.Cal80B805-2970 

CHWICH  WW  lyHOtSTCTY.  f«E 
OIHUTES.  Own  Upiiowwy.  Qi#»> 
ia»..ption«l81-nM»<7 _ 

I|>>»|>.8IIOI(YIIO»WTAM1W«WO^ 
COM.  Step  24/T  fc(  M  imr  SmohM 
GoodM  Hwjft,  Soi»um  JOT 
fmSucedl  toanadtoto  Miprnanl  of  yotr 

gas  M«  SI»p.O  <Mmm 

_ _ 

art  Mwi  MM  M  ■  iw  «»i***M 

iiw  Mnjw  wjwWjJgJ*  * 
Mmm.CM1(]«<Cookni-niM(r9 
w»»M.»tm»iHMgeiMfi»oyt!itm: 
COIL  CftoMan  oanaapon  A  RIa  SaMM 

wm-xta  w  ho—  ■Mwyg!**: 
adtoB.  anaigy  aMoari  tondwaa,  «n^  • 
loMMaw**  1^  SI 
art.  dacfca,  iwm  addMona.  WiMan  A  bato 


NASHVILLE  IBP  bimI  loeal 
rsportsl  -  Nearing  the  mid- 
way  point  of  the  second  de¬ 
cade  of  the  twenty-first  cen¬ 
tury,  churches  remain  one  of 
the  moat  racially-segregated  | 
institutions .  in  American  . 
life  with  more  than  eicht  in 
10  congregations  made  up 
of  one  predominant  racial 
group,  a  LifeWay  Research 
study  shows. 

Moat  worshipers,  according 
to  the  study,  seem  to  like  it  that 
way.  Tvfo-thirds  of  American 
churchgoers  say  their  church 
has  done  enough  to  become 
racially  diverse  and  less  than 
half  think  their  church  should 
become  more  diverse. 

Those  are  amonc  the  find¬ 
ings  of  a  study  of  cnurcb  seg¬ 
regation  by  Nashville-bas^ 
LifeWay  Research,  a  division 
of  LifeWay  Christian  Resourc¬ 
es.  Researchers  surveyed  994 
churchgoers  who  attend  wor¬ 
ship  at  least  at  holidays  or 
more  often.  They  also  sur¬ 
veyed  1,000  Americans  as 
well  as  1,000  Protestant  se- 
uior  pastors. 

Status  quo 

Churchgoers,  researchers 
found,  are  lukewarm  about 
diversi^.  More  than  half  dis¬ 
agree  with  the  staAMpesKt, 
church  needs  to  become 
more  ethnically  diverse," 
while  four  in  10  agree.  A  third 
strongly  disagree  that  their 
chuirn  needs  to  be  more  di¬ 
verse.  Forty-two  percent  felt 
strongly  their  church  was  do¬ 
ing  enough. 

Evangelicals  (71%)  are  most 
likely  to  say  their  church  is 
diverse  enough,  while  whites 
(37%)  are  least  likely  to  say 
their  church  should  become 
more  diverse.  African  Ameri¬ 
cans  (51%)  and  Hispanic 
Americans  (47%)  were  more 
likely  to  say  their  church  needs 
to  be  more  diverse. 

‘'Surprisingly,  most  church¬ 
goers  are  content  with  the  eth¬ 
nic  status  ouo  in  their  church¬ 
es,”  said  Ed  Stetzer,  executive 
director  of  LifeWay  Research. 
“In  a  world  where  our  culture 
is  increasingly  diverse,  and 
many  pastors  are  talking  about 
diversity,  it  appears  most  peo¬ 
ple  are  happy  where  they  are 
-  and  with  whom  they  are." 


GET  THE  BEIT  RATE!  ON:  HmM  toM^  to 

Mb  MMkMB  bmtsmrte  CM  1-80BM1 

BIN  or  tort  «MNKTMMtofU(MOtOninto^ 


OATijNMG' RDITAU:  CMto  NBnM 
Contodt 832 822 0401 
rE-mto  NMH780NNLr»l  tor  rtorntokor. 

_ - 


ComfoitablY senreguted? 

1-7884878  Not  long  after  giving  his  “I 

■PROVEMENT.  Have  A  Dream"  speech  during 
the  March  on  Washington  in 
I  piMwtoiyto  1963,  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

was  invited  to  lecture  on  race 
bM»  at  Western  Michigan  Univer¬ 
sity.  In  a  question-and-an- 
TTSSSmSim  swer  session  after  the  l^ture, 
^8328220401  King  said  Christians  in  the 
M  lor  rtbrntokon  United  States  fail  to  live  out 
_ the  tenets  of  their  faith. 


Percent  vrho  agree  with  statement 

“My  church  needs  to  become  ^ 
more  ethnically  diverse.” 


Hispanic  Amaricans 


6S  and  older 


“We  must  face  the  fact  that 
in -America,  the  church  is  still 
the  most  segregated  major  in¬ 
stitution  in  America.  At  11:00 
on  Sunday  moraiimjwhen  w« 
stand  ana  sing  andTlirlst  has 
no  east  or  west,  we  stand  at 
the  most  segr^ated  b6ur  in 
this  nation.  This  is  tragic." 

A  previous  study  of  Prot¬ 
estant  oastors  by  LifeWay 
Research  found  more  than 
86%  have  congregations 
with  one  predominant  racial 
group.  The  National  Congre¬ 
gations  Study  found  a  simi¬ 
lar  lack  of  diversity  »n  houses 
of  worship. 

As  part  of  the  study  on  seg¬ 
regation.  LifeWay  Research 
also  surveyed  1,000  Ameri¬ 
cans  about  race.  They  found 
only  34%  of  Americans  have 
regularly  attended  a  house  of 
worship  where  they  were  a 
minority.  Among  those  who 
had  attended  a  church  as  a 
minority,  one  in  five  said  their 
ethnicity  hindered  their  in¬ 
volvement.  Of  those  who  have 
not  ^en  a  minority  in  church, 
22%  say  being  a  minority  in 
a  congregation  would  make 
them  f^l  uncomfortable. 

Still,  many  Americans  be¬ 
lieve  churches  should  be 
more  diverse.  Half  agree  with 
the  statement.  ‘Churches  in 
American  are  loo  segregated." 
Forty -four  percent  disagree. 

“It’s  fair  to  say  churchgoers 
in  communities  with  little  eth¬ 
nic  diversity  perhaps  cannot 
relate  to  a  multi-ethnic  expec¬ 
tation,"  Stetzer  said,  “but  in 
urban  settings,  other  ethnic 
groups  are  not  far  away." 


ilcWln 


Pastors  and  diversity 

!n  a  survey  of  1,000  Prot- 
estaA.t  senior  pastors,  LifeWay 
Research  found  many  have 
•OMM  Vw  ^mAt  pro4su 

sional  and  social  circles. 

Eight-four  percent  say  they 
have  spoken  with  a  friend  from 
a  different  ethnic  group  with¬ 
in  the  last  week.  Sixty-thw 
percent  sav  they’ve  met  with 
ministers  from  another  ethnic 
group  in  the  past  month. 

Still,  for  many  pastors,  the 
issue  of  racial  reconciliation 
seldom  comes  up  in  sermons. 
Fortv-three  percent  say  they 
speaic  on  the  issue  once  a  year 
or  less.  Twenty-nine  percent 
of  pastors  rarely  or  never 
do.  Thirty-five  percent  speak 
on  the  i^ue  several  times  a 
year.  In  addition,  one  in  five 
'speak  about  race  at  least  once 
a  month. 

“The  Bible  talks  a  lot  about 
men  and  women  from  every 
tongue,  tribe,  and  nation  be¬ 
ing  in  heaven,  so  it  might  be 
good  to  get  accustomed  to  that 
heavenly  expression  here  and 
now,"  Stetzer  said. 

Previous  LifeWay  Research 
studies  have  found  nearly  72% 
of  Protestant  senior  pastors 
say  their  church  is  personally 
involved  in  racial  reconcilia¬ 
tion.  Ninety  percent  say  racial 
reconciliation  is  mandated  by 
the  Gospel. 

Researchers  also  found 
most  Americans  (82%)  believe 
diversity  is  good  for  the  coun¬ 
try  Three  quarters  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  say  the  count r\'  has  made 
progress  on  race  relation.s.  but 
eight  in  10  say  there  is  still  a 
long  way  to  go. 
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cent,  from  p.  1  Falwell  used  Acts  28,  Phi- 

liopUkus  4,  and  Daniel  6  as  his 
Some  even  caUed  to  tell  me  that  t^.  R^rrina  to  t^  pt« 
they  wouldn't  be  Me  to  come  of  hdl,  Falwell  said  that  ^ 
but  wanted  to  be  there.  chun*  ne^  to  be  spen^ng 

“Several  pastors  cancelled  less  tune  uwide  the  buildiitt 
activtto  at  their  church  Sun-  and  spend  tune  gomg  out  pd 
day  night  and  brought  their  knoclang  down  those  gates, 
people  to  worship  at  Brandon  Tlw  church  n^  to  .rise  ujg 
Stodi.  They  are  realiang  that  and  do  wto  ^  <*ur^  n^ 
the  conftJSce  has  value  to  to  do^  F^U  “«*;  Sje^i« 
them  and  are  making  it  a  pri-  ^ 

ority  event  We  want  pastors  to  he  said,  fe  nced  to  ®''«r 
leaw  encouraged  and  to  lake  whatever  it  is  thatlawps  im 
what  they  received  back  home.’  from  ge^ng  along.  reayn 

Cbniaeiioe  speakers  included:  we  aren  t  more  effective  in  the 

■  Phil  Hoski^Kingsport, 

figure  out  how  to  get  along  in 

■Jonathan  Falwell,  Thomas  the^urch.’ 

Road  Church.  Lyndiburg.Va.  Hill  prea^  from  PsJm 

■  Junior  HiU,  Junior  Hill  37:t  -  4-. 

Ministnea.  Hartselle  Ala.  anxious  and  distress^ 

**  Sl^^myGreen.  First  right  now  than  at  any  tune  m 
Church,  Brandon,  fla. 

■  Jim  Putral,  Executive  Di¬ 
rector-Treasurer,  Mississippi 
Bap^  Convention  Board 

■  James  Merritt,  Cross 
Points  Church,  Duluth,  Ga. 

Lavon  Gray,  First  Church, 

Jackson,  led  worship,  utilizing 
musicians  from  First  Church 
and  others. 

Hoskins  preadied  Sunday 
night  and  at  the  opening  ses¬ 
sion  Monday  morning,  using 
Matthew  16:13  and  following, 
he  shared  there  were  three 
things  we  can't  afford  to  lose. 

“The  news  for  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  is  that  the  church  is  alive 
and  Well  because  the  Founder 
is  alive  and  well.  We  can’t  af- 


can’t  afford  to  lose  our  charac¬ 
ter;  and  we  can't  afford  to  lose 
our  compassion." 

Continuing  Hoskins  sai^ 

“The  one  m&ing  ingredient  in 
most  Baptist  churches  is  we’ve 
lost  our  compassion.  We’ve  for¬ 
gotten  how  to  care.  We  don’t  have 
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my  60  years  of  preachii^*  he 
said.  "The  values  I  taught  my 
chUdren  and  my  mama  and 
daddy  taught  me  are  now  being 
scoffed  at  So  erhat  are  we  to  do 

in  bad  times?" 

Responding  to  his  own  ques¬ 
tion.  Hill  stated  tlmt  "Wc  are  to 
refrain  frettina  ...  we  are 
to  relv  on  God’s  faithfulness  ... 
Frettmg  corrupts  your  spirit. 
Fretful  folks  make  life  miser¬ 
able  for  eveiyone.  A  diild  of 
God  should  have  joy.  We^have 
a  choice  as  to  how  we  act." 

Green  asked,  "Do  we  want  to 
be  counted  nvorthv  of  our 
vation  and  our  caUing?”  Using 
Acts  5.4t  he  smd,  "Are  their 
things  io  our  ministry  that  are 
after-market  add-on’s?  Do  we 
thiii^  more  h^lhly  of  ourselves 
than  we  ought  to?  What  hap¬ 
pens  nvhen  %ve  try  to  please  men 
instead  of  God?  We  get  caught 
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up  with  ‘doing’  and  ‘having’ 
rather  than  being  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Go<l" 

Futral  preached  2 

Kings  2:9.  dealing  with  mw 
and  Elisha.  One  of  the  men  had 
a  double  portion,  Futral  noted. 
“Six  times  the  Bible  talks  about 
a  double  portion,  a  double  por¬ 
tion  of  God's  spirit.  Not  a  dou¬ 
ble  portion  of  levities  or  stuff, 

'^^^To^^Elijah,  the  God 
we're  committed  to,  is  not  ab¬ 
sent.  1  AM  sent  Moses.  Thats 
the  God  of  Elijah,  alwa^  in  the 
{uesent  tense,  and  He  s  where 
you  are." 

Merritt  used  Luke  5*27-:3i 
as  his  text  "The  most  inclusive 
club  in  the  world  is  followers  of 
Jesus.  The  only  qualification  U 
that  you  have  to  be  a  missing 
person.  Anyone  who  is  far  from 
God  can  be  invited  to  get  near 


to  God.  God  has  an  amber  aleit 

all  over  the  world  for^  people 
who  are  without  Jesus." 

THe  best  the  worid  has  to  of¬ 
fer  you  is  trarfi  oompared^towtot 
Jesus  can  offer  wu,  Merrittaa^ 

Lum  had  high  praise  for  the 
host  Aurch,  especially  noting 
the  complimentary  meal  pre¬ 
pared  for  approximately  600 
people.  “Brandon  Churen  and 
Its  people  did  a  phenomenal 
job,^  he  said.  “We’ve  been 
blessed  to  have  churches  that 
not  only  offer  their  facilities 
but  offer  themselves."  ^ 

Continuing,  Lum  said,  I 
just  marvel  when  God  shows 
up.  Some  people  were  pro¬ 
foundly  influenced  and  encour¬ 
aged,  and  wanted  to^g®  home 
to  make  a  diffcience." 

Next  year’s  Evangelism  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  Jan.  31  -  1*1 

Wheder  Grove  Church,  Corinth. 
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Get  an  Understanding  •  Nehemiah  8:1-8 


latrodocHoii 

Tlie  Book  of  Nehemiah  almoat  divides 
iolD  halves.  Hie  first  six  du^iten  reoonl 
Mehemiah*s  toil  to  restore  Jerusalem's 
infrtftructiire  (pfavskal).  Ihe  last  seven 
chapten  reoora  Nebemiah's  troubles  to 
lestart  the  Jeivs' waft  with  God  (anritoiJ). 

L  The  qwritua]  is  harder  man  die 
physkal 

Consider,  ra  an  example,  parent¬ 
ing.  To  have  g  babv  is  Biology  loi;  easy 
enough  that  chSoren  (teenagers)  can 
have  children. 

To  rear  a  child,  however,  is  both  an 
sit  and  a  science.  It  requires  die  oommit- 
ment  of  parents  as  wdf  as  the  investment 
of  many  others.  In  1993  (our  daughtei^s 
birth)  and  19%  (our  sons  birtfaX  I  quiddk 
learnrtl  that  a  dad  was  moie  dial- 
ks^jxig  than  writing  a  disBertation  or  serv¬ 
ing  asapMtor! 

2.  The  pfayaic^  ia  in^xirtant,  but  the 
apirituaJ  is  mexe  imrortant 

Before  Ezra  read  die  law,  a  wooden  po- 
dkon  had  been  bufit  for  his  use  (8:4X  It. 
in  part,  symbohaes  die  months  of  manual 
labor  preceding  those  six  hours  when  Ezra 
read  &  law  (8:3). 

Nodiinx  that  Nehemiah  and  his  feQow 
wotkinniiad  done  mattered  more  than 
wiwt  Ezra  did.  "Man  does  not  live  by  bread 
alone,  but  man  lives  by  eveiy  word  that 
cooMi  finlh  Ae  fDoudi  of  the  LonT  (Dt 


in  Judah,  few  would  have  been  present 
to  hear  Ezra.  *Man  does  not  five  by  bread 
alone,*  but  man  still  needs  bread. 

CoBuneiilBry:  Ncheadah  S:i>3 

The  Old  Testament  shows  that  God’s 
people  knew  better,  but  they  did  not  do 
better,  exhibiting  both  kinds  of  miscon¬ 
duct  sins  of  oommfesion  (dom  what  is 
wrong)  and  sins  of  onuaskm  (faulng  to  do 
what  IS  right;  see  Jas.  4:i7X  As  a  result, 
sbuting  again  spiritually  became  a  recur- 
rine  theme. 

Israel's 
sins  of 
omission 


dieir  sins 
of  oomnus- 
saon.  In  the 
wfldemess. 
they  did 
notdreum- 
dse  any 

newborn  (Jos.  In  Ihe  Promised 

Land,  they  efid  not  celebrate  Passover  (2 
23.*2i-23;  2  Chr.  35ii-i9)  nor 

observe  the  sabbidiciii  year  (2  Chr.  36:11- 
21)  as  prescribed.  The  Book  of  Jeroniah 
even  recounts  how  the  natkm  profvoked  die 
Lord  when,  during  a  sabbatical  year,  they 
broke  dieir  promise  to  eonipiy  (2(|:8'22X 
Years  am  Vance  Hayii9  (1001-19^) 
remarked,  Tn  a  day  when  the  living  feith 
of  the  dead  has  become  the  dead  noth  of 


ent  the  fiving,  just  as  America  needs  to  get  bade 
Bad  to  the  Constitution,  ao  the  church  needs  to 
return  to  the  crosa  and  the  Bfole.*  For  the 
Jews  coming  hooie,  Betting  back  to  the  ba¬ 
sics  meant  obeving  God;  specifically,  what 
xi’s  tto  had  divulged  tmoughMKises. 
do  ThephrasalwokafthelawofMoses” 
□n-  (8:1)  and  tiook  of. the  law*  (8:3;  see  also 

t  is  8:18;  9:^  oocm  throughout  die  (jid  Testa- 
do  ment  (Dt  28:61;  29:21;  30:10;  31:26;  Joa. 
oh,  1:8;  34;  23:6;  24:26;  2  14:6;  22:8, 

ur-  11;  2  Chr.  17:9: 34:i4*i5X  Both  phrases  re¬ 
fer  to  the  Torn  or  Pentateuch:  fiom  Gen¬ 
esis  to  Deu¬ 
teronomy. 

H  e  e  d  - 

■  ing  the  law 

Explore  the 

io:i7XCoo- 
sequentW, 
die  propfr), 
both  young 

ised  Cdiose  who  could  understand*  NAS^ 
r  (2  and  old,  gathered  at  a  square  in  front  of 
nor  the  Water  Gate.  The  Water  (fete  derived 
Kii-  its  name  from  a  nearby  water  source,  the 
liah  Gflion  Spring  (1  Kg.  1:32-48;  2  Chr.  32i3P)- 


Ready  When  Sex  Destroys  •  Ephesians  5:1-10 


Aooonfing  to  die  American  Heritage 
Dmtimmry  sf  Ike  Ifeglwk  language, 
Fourth  Ecteon,  2000,*worldview*ineBnr. 
Like  oversO  pefspective-from  which  one 
sees  and  mteiprets  the  world.  2.  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  belicfo  alxMt  life  and  the  universe 
held  bv  an  individual  or  a  group.*  Things 
like  philosopby,  religfen.  morahy,  am 
ethks  are  some  of  me  diings  whidi 
niake  up  a  person's  bdief  system.  What 
befim  not  only  defines  vour  diaracter 
Ixg  your  actions  are  dafeiedl^  yonr  belief 
system,  b  your  worldview  BilMcm?  FUfip- 
pians  2:5  states:  *Let  this  mind  be  in  yo^ 
which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.*  (KJVO.  A 
Biblical  worldview  means  we  are  to  think 
IBre  Christ  Where  do  we  learn  to  thhft  like 
Christ?  Act  like  Christ?  Love  1^  Christ? 
By  dwelling  upon  His  Word  (Psahn  11^:9- 
10)  and  allow^  it  to  transform  our  dunk¬ 
ing  our  opinions,  and  our  actions.  The 
last  three  lessons  of  this  qusrter  wOl  deal 
widi  sexual  inmtorality.  Today’s  IcsKX)  wiO 
focus  on  fearn^  to  waft  in  Chrk4*s  love 
rather  than  in  inmurfte. 

*DeBpite  Paula  lefttively  long  in 
Fphesui  (diree  yeanX  Christianity  feced 
serious  chaOengH  from  other  refirions  and 
phflosophies  o^ie  day.  He  wrote  dus  letter 
to  once  again  lay  out  the  basics  of  the  fudi 
and  to  reestabbim  the  bdievers  in  the  truths 
and  lifes^  of  life  m  Christ,  regardless  of 
the  prevnafing  social  norms  around  them* 
(Lifeway).  Epbesiaiis 5:1*10  (ESVX  gives  us 
three  potote  to  oc»flider  regarding  purity. 


vou  were  mp*  u&uuic«i  11 

(2  Cor.  5:21; 

John  15:13; 

Rom.  5:i<^-  " 

Therefore 

•iiniiiorality,  or  anv  impurity,  or  greed  must 
not  even  be  nan^d  among  you,  as  is  propCT 

among  saints.’  You  have  oeen  set  apart  (i 
p^L  2:9).  Theo  there  is  to  be  the  conduct 
of  pure  coovermtion..."no  filthineas,  affly 
talk  or  coarse  jesting  ...  but  rather  giving 
of  thanks  (C:of.  3:8X  Wl^  is  ^ 

are  to  thtift  on  these  things  (Phil  4:8)  fo*" 

out  of  die  mouth  comes  what  is  in  the  heart 

(Matt  15:18).  Nancy  Leigh  DeMoss  writm 

"Regarolem  of  how  spiritual  we  nuy  claim 


impurity. 

mnt  #3.  The  caD  to  purity  (vas.  7-to) 
is  to  waft  in  the  light  Before  salvation  m 
were  formedy'  walking  in  darkness.  But 
after  salvation  you  are  light  in  the  Lord*. 


CfesnaiientBy  NHiemiah  8:4^ 

When,  while  standing,  Ezra  opened  the 
scripture,  the  per^  stood  too.  Centuries 
later,  Luke  mentiooi  the  same  respectful 
tradition  for  God's  word:  Jesus  at  the  syna¬ 


gogue  in  Nazaredi  stood  to  read  the  Isaiah 
9CW(4:i6-17X 

As  Ezra  rend,  the  people  responded 
whfJfhfBftrdliy*  *Bfting  up  their  nands” 
(8:6X  “bowea  lo%/*^:6X  'Wvorfiiiped* 
(8:6X  and  ’weeping*  (8:9).  2  IQngs  22-23 
and  2  Chfooides  34  rmort  a  oomperable 
responre  to  dte  bo^  ofm  law  being  read 
wba  King  Josiah  irigned. 

ConduBkm 

Nehemiah  8  presents  an  opportunity  to 
retotnk  the  law.  Why  do  Christians  steer 
dear  of  it?  One  reason  is  that  mean-spir¬ 
ited  Pharisees  personified  it  Another  rea¬ 
son  fo  dirt ‘law  has  become  a  synonym  for 
’works  salvation.*  Neither  reason  is  legiti¬ 
mate 

The  Pharisees  oertainlv  abused  God’s 
law,  inlerpreting  it  leganstically.  Jesus, 
therefore,  dencunoed  thm  (Mt  23:1-36). 
Pu^big  the  law  (Mt  5:i7X  he  rqerted 
their  interpretation  (Mk.  T'-S'iS)*  For  Je¬ 
sus,  the  Flurisees  and  the  law  were  not  one 
and  the  same.  '* 

Paid  dearly  Qmlained  dto  law’s  purpose. 
God  never  intended  it  to  save  08  (foxn  7:^ 
25;  2  Cor.  3:6;  Gal  3n5’29X  Afanham  is 
pr^  thrt  ’grace  through  fofih*  has  been 
the  only  plan  of  salvatioD  (GaL^i-i4X 

Farhe  »  orofeaaor,  Departmtnt  of 
OvrMan  Studies  and  PhSomjphu,  Miuis- 
sippi  CoBm  and  a  member  of  Morrison 
Heights  Chnvh,  Chnton. 


Point  #i:<9here  is  the  conduct  of  purity  (or  pretend)  to  be,  the  troth  ia  fin*  we  are 
(vmwX  **lhayfotebelndlatorsofOod  ao  ncxespkrttaal  than  our  sexual 
...*  this  liteiaOy  means  to  mimic  God.  He  and  thouf^  fife.  *^ 
is  holy  and  we  are  to  be  imitators  of  his  Point  #2:  There  are  the  cotwetfjam 
bolinem  (1  Mer  t‘i5-i6).  *lhiB  demands  of  impwTty  (vss.  5-6X  With  a  resemnd^ 
adherence  to  certain  striiment  roles  re-  “For  diis  you  know  with  certainty*  writes 
mdiirt  ivorehip  and  weirt  conduct,  but  Paul ’dirt  no  inmaoral  or  impure  person 
rtalro  requires  a  com^^tocommitinent  of  or  covetous  man,  who  is  an  id^ to.  has  m 
wiD  and  motive  to  the  Lord’s  command-  inheritance  in  the  Kingdom  of  Oirift  ^ 
roentsCEx.  19:6;  Lev.  18:6-23;  20:io-2lX’’*  God*  Warren  Wier^  ewnments  00  this 
Our  conduct  fo  to  inutrteHfogriart  love.  If  possaK:  ’Paul  made  it  dw  that  peoife 
you  are  Godts  beloved  chad  then  you  wiD  who  deUberately  and  persistently  hve  m 
Vflimkwe  a" 

— —  -  |■|||^■  r  ^ 

BjH(  Studies  for  life 

'  with  Laura  Leathers  the  habitu- 

of  sm,  and 
-  not  the  oc¬ 
casional  act 

V  impurity,  or  greed  must  of  sin, We  are  Mved  by  grace,  but  it  is  not 
[im«igyou,asi8proper  a  license  to  continue  in  sin  (Rom.  6).  We 
u  havetJOT  set  J^art  (i  are  called  to  walk  in  wisdom  (Eph.  5: 15- 17) 
ere  is  to  be  the  conduct  and  to  guartl  ourselves  against  moral  feU- 
km.  .  . ’no  filthineas,  siDy  ure.  In  the  book  of  Proverbs  the  reader  is 
iw  ...  but  rather  giving  warned  con.<tantly  of  the  danger  of  sexual 


Take  time  to  read  2  Corinthiaoa  6ci4-T*i 
to  a  penlkl  peaaage  that  explains  the  con¬ 
trasts  thrt  exist  between  the  child  of  (kx) 
and  those  who  waft  in  darkness.  Then 
because  we  walk  in  the  fight,  ’the  fiuit  of 
the  light  consists  in  all  goodness  and  rk^ 
teousness  and  truth*  (1  John  i;5-7X  Tne 
fruh  vdiich  is  produced  is  moral  excellence 
of  heart,  righteous  behavior  and  truthful¬ 
ness  (hoiesty  and  inteoityX  The  phr^ 
•trying  to  leam'  carries  me  idea  of  test^ 
or  proving  to  learn  by  dear  and  oonvincing 
evidenoe  what  is  truly  honoring  to  God 
(John  MacArthur  Study  Bible).  This  %veek 
take  time  to  make  a  list  of  positive  motiva¬ 
tions  %vl^  comes  to  those  who  choose  to 
be  moraDy  pure:  #1:  because  I  love  God. 
This  is  the  starting  point  of  devdoping  a 
Bibhcal  worldview. 

’I  know  of  no  sin  that  do  more  to 
deaden  a  man’s  spiritual  vitality  than  the 
sin  of  moral  impurity."— Dd  FehWnfdd,  Jr. 

»  www.biblestudrtools.com  ~  Immoral¬ 
ity,  Sexual  -  Bakers  Evangelical  Diction¬ 
ary  of  Biblical  Theology  Onhne. 

2  Sexual  Puri^  The  Joy  of  Moral  Free¬ 
dom,  from  Seeking  Him  Devotional  Series 
by  Nancy  Le^  D^oss,  O2013. 

5  vrww.books.goog|e.oom  -  Be  Rich 
(EphesiansX  Gaining  the  Things  Money 
Can’t  Buy  by  WanenWiersbe 

Leathers  is  a  member  of  First  Chun  h, 
Madison. 


CAUSE 

coot,  from  p.  1 


same  sex  marriage  in  their  00m- 
ments,  an  apparent  indication  the 


Latter-day  Saints  will  maintain 
th^  view  nf  marriage  as  only  be¬ 
tween  a  mm  and  a  iromaa 

•ThefA><aItedidkiousexemp- 
tion  fe  the  size  of  five  Mack  tiudtt. 
It  entiidy  neuters  their  proposal 
said  Fred  Sainz,  vice  president  of 


oommunicatiofis  and  marketing 
at  the  Human  Rights  Campaign 
(HRCl  according  to  The  Wam- 


(HRCX  acoordiM  to  The  Wam- 
ington  Pdst  HRC  is  the  country’s 
leading  LGBT  organization. 

The  Mormons  are  ’demand¬ 
ing  broad  and  unnecessary  reli¬ 


gious  exemptions  that  hurl  LGBT 
people  ana  families."  said  Sarah 
Kate  Ellis,  president  of  GLAAD 
(formerly  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Al¬ 
liance  Against  Defamation),  in  a 
written  statement.  *The  ‘compro¬ 
mise'  is  that  the  Mormon  Church 


win  support  non-discrimination 
only  if  it  won't  have  to  follow  law^ 
that  require  e^l  treatment  of 
IjGBT  people.  Tnis  is  not  a  ‘com 
pronto,'  it’s  a  oompn)mLsing 
of  fairn^  and  basic  respect  for 
LGBT  people.’ 


The  Baptist  Record  February  5,2015 


Just  for  the  Record 


3  taM>  hour  Misiom 
To^  nohiio  iprftufli  loodor^H) 
oonAdt  rimUfciw.  por>onote< 
fwriHttD  Mfnotilioni  ond  oarnmonw^ 
'  I  ho«o  boon  morriod  for  37  yooro 


Nows: 


>  Rrst  Ciuifch,  Stonewall,  is 

hostiiig  a  naniagc  enrichnient 
weaken  Feb.  13  -  M-  Fri., 
6:30  -  8:30  p.m.,  including 
supper;  Sat.,  9  a-ot.  -  noon,  in- 
’  breakfast.  Wayne  and 


K 


HOUMESVHXE  CHURCH.  PHCE  ASSOCIATION,  onteined 
thrM  n«w  daacom  Jan.  18.  Shovvn  ara  Ateoa  Kyiar  with  wife 
S«M,  Wkda  Guy  ¥dth  wHa  Renaa,  and  Jarry  Niddas  wWi  wHa 
Louiaa.  Lae  Mathia,  paator. 


Tha  man  of  CARROLLTON  CHURCH.  CARROLLTON,  filled 
the  choir  in  calabration  of  Baptiat  Man'a  Day  Jan.  26.  Flatchar 
Moorman,  pastor. 


$20.  Can  (6oi)  659-7607  for 
registration. 

>  Rrst  Church,  Runnel- 
•town,  %riU  host  The  McKs- 
meys  in  concert  Feb.  13, 7  P-m. 
Love  offering. 

>  First  Church,  Eupora,  %vill 
host  The  Stedes  in  concert  Feb. 
14, 7  p jn.  Love  offering. 

>  HUIcrast  Church,  Now 
bann^  m  bostii)^  Night  to  Shine 
prom  for  peo^  with  spedal 
needs  Feb.  13»  6  -  9  p.m.  This 
event  is  happrniing  in  50  differ¬ 
ent  cities  across  the  country  si¬ 
multaneously  and  is  sponsored 

the  Tim  Tebow  Foundation, 
duests  wiD  receive  a  VIP  treat¬ 
ment  including  flowers,  hair  and 
makeup,  protimonal  photom- 
phy,  food,  games  and  more.  The 
church  is  assembling  a  team  of 
volunteers  to  assist.  To  volun¬ 
teer,  refer  a  child,  or  to  donate 
visit  «rww.hi]lcre8tnunistires. 
com  or  call  (662)  534-482t. 


north  union  CNURCH,  ATTALA  ASSOCIATION,  racantty  dadlcatad  thdr  fvw  Qu¬ 
estion  bulWing  Tha  projact  Included  soma  contract  labor  but  wa*  conyQad 
voluntaara  from  tha  church  family. Tha  building  it  dabt-fraa.  Pastor  Ladali  Blanton  lad  the 
dedication  aarvtca. 

In  other  Church 


ThaLAUDCRDALE  CHfItSTtAN  WKMNEN'S  JOS  CORPS 
held  a  calabration  honoring  tha  firat  daas  of  participants  Nov. 
13, 2014.  Shown  from  left  ara  Haathar  Vamar,  Katie  Clark,  Faya 
Glaaa,  Riu  Farguaon,  and  taah  McCoHugh.Taachart  ware 
Donna  Tampia,  BiNa  study;  Bath  Sharp,  Jobe  for  Ufa;  and 
Smva  LaBoa,  Intro  to  ConHHitars.  Unda  Spanca,  site  coordi¬ 
nator;  Shelly -Findlay,  assistant. 


COUNSELING 


if-  1 


ru 


CARROLLTON  CHURCH,  CARROLLTON,  praaantad  the 
Christmas  cantata,  Hals  Hare.  Shown  is  minister  of  music 
BafnardTayior  cor>ductir>g. 


Tha  of  ARLMMOTON  CHURCH,  ROQUE  CHITTO, 
aamadthachaf  badge  during  the  month  of  January.  Shown 
ara  tha  participants.  Lorria  LoRon  and  Laigh  Raad,  laadars; 
Matthew  Grean.  oastor. 


Steve  Roark 


ORANOVIEW  CHURCH.  IfARL,  hHd  thpir  annual  Chrlat-  NEW  HOME  CHURCH,  SMITH  COUNTY,  ordainad  Ed 
maa  party  for  raaidanta  at  Wfi:tflald  State  Hoapiul.  Sehomaehar  and  Ronnia  McCrory  aa  deacons  dunng  fall,  2014. 


